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It's a mixture, obviously there are people who are going to be coming to the food coop  and to the infoshop, but also who, anyone who knows the Elephant and Castle there are some quite large estates around here and so we get a lot of local kids. It's quite nice, we've got a good relation with the local primary school and through my work with cycle training I know the teacher there, Robyn, who does their school travel plan, and then he is getting us in to do a maintenance course for year 6 kids 10 and 11 year olds, he's trying to get their parents more involved so it's hopefully for parents and children, so it's quite nice e can sort of cross-feritilize with the local primary school and a lot of the kids come down here and actually I've been , or I used to do training at the school when we had a contract with Southwark Council and so I see the kids from primary school and now they are all a bit older and so we have quite a good connection with them. They find it difficult understanding what actually this place is about. Because slowly they'll venture inside and have a look around and so it does seep into their consciousness in a way but they don't really grasp the concept of, call it that, the free bike shop and that.
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But donations are a bit difficult to grasp aren't they?
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I think there we have to give them a bit of a hand to donations.
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But then they can give whatever they want, nothing then.
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It's great 10p? For sure, if they haven't got the money, but it was very nice the other day. There was a young kid, Richard, who was with kind of his younger brother and also his older brother and he came and I hadn't seen in in a long time stuff
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and his bike has been in there and he has been working on himself for quite a while now and I kind of I don't know I really like hi a lot and he also he helps out other people so he was going to pay some money towards the bike he used some second hand spares and stuff and had taken up some valuable space out-there so I said Richard, just take the bike, I don't mind. But it was very nice, without asking he just started helping a woman to do something on her bike and so it was just nice to see that process happening just organically. Without. And him showing her, rather than kind of doing it as well. Which is what we are all about. Teaching other people how to do things for themselves. So yes, there are a lot of local kids who are involved with the project.
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And that is  the same kind of thing a lot of people in bicycology will find an do in their local areas, as well
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Find bike-workshops or do events fixing bikes, and we as a group, we did get funding to attend a mechanics course that some of us in the group who needed to build some more skills did. So we applied for funding for that and because of the work we do putting on free events and teach people to fix bikes for free, then it made sense that we learned to fix bikes a bit better and then we share that with other people which is nice.
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I think it is probably worth saying as well a lot of the social centres around the country like the place in Bristol Kabale we stayed at do often have similar sorts of bike workshops attached to them; They are a really nice way of forging links with the local community. Because if you kind of get the kids on board then, it's the way of nurturing things and also gains respect from their parents for what can be seen as quite an unusual place for     
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let's say of lot of mainstream people. They are like, what are does people doing, I don't understand it. So it is a really good way into perhaps education people or people
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people find it
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learn more about autonomy and self-help
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people find it really weird that like when you come to a bicycology event and you're in their town centre and they've just been around the shops and they come to a table and we've got loads of like we do recycled bike jewlery and crafts and things and you have them all laid out and they look really beautifil like wallets made from thatch packs, and they walk up and they'llgo OH, how much does it cost and you go nothing, you can make it yourself, and they look at you and they're like, Oh I can't value that decide whether I want it, because it doesn't cost anything. And then they'll just walk off or get really involved and then go waw this is really great can I make something. But it definitely throws people, the idea of doing things for free.

